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Hindu proverb that if a man loses his cow, he goes to
look for her in the Vedas !

Sankara further affirms that obedience to ceremonial
is not knowledge.   Knowledge of God is independent
of moral duties, or sacrifice, or ceremonial, or what we
think or do not think, Just as the stump is not affected
when one man takes it for a ghost and another sees it
as it is.

Vedanta is necessary because neither reasoning nor
books can show us God. He is only to be realized by
superconscious perception and Vedanta teaches how to
attain that.   You must get beyond Personal God
(Isvara) and reach the Absolute Brahman. God is the
perception of every being ; He is all there is to be
perceived. That which says * I ' is Brahman ; but
although we thus perceive Him day and night, we do
not know that we are perceiving Him. As soon as we
become aware of this truth, all misery goes ; so we
must get knowledge of the truth. Reach unity; no
more duality will come. But knowledge does not come M
by sacrifice, but by seeking, worshipping, knowing the
Atman.

Brahmavidya is the highest knowledge, because it is
knowing the Brahman ; lower knowledge is science.
This is the teaching of the Mundakopanishad or the